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the great mosque'which Hamn-1-Rashid built at its foot.
That has gone now, and only a square of ruinous wall
remains; but we owe some gratitude to the Abbassid, who
was great enough to revere the monument of an older day.
So the monument has been preserved to our own time,
and stands still with its brick casing practically intact. It
must be beyond comparis9n the oldest tower in the world,
for Samarra was one of the earliest of Babylonian shrines.
This site is, we believe, the one which the German
excavators have decided to examine next, as soon as their
work at Kala Shergat, which is now rapidly approaching
completion, shall be finally done; and we understand
that a preliminary survey, and perhaps a little experimental
digging, has given them the right to hope for a harvest of
most exceptional richness. One must trust that the
proximity of the mosque will not hinder their work.
Slowly the last stage of the journey is accomplished, for
the river current becomes gentler as it approaches the great
delta of the two rivers. Hereabouts the capital of the
country has stood since time began, though it has changed
its place and name again and again. Date groves appear
on the shore in place of melon gardens; and flocks of big
pelicans (called "water-sheep " locally) gather on the sand-
banks, accompanied by the only type of kingfisher which is
quakerishly serious in his garb. Both above and below, his
cousins flaunt magnificent metallic hues; but in the reaches
above Baghdad he keeps to a simple black and white livery.
Finally, " Baghdad's walls of fretted gold " are seen in the
distance, and the keleg has .to be exchanged for a ghufo, for
facility of shooting the bridge of boats.
Baghdad is civilization once more; a town that boasts
hotels and European shops and costumes, besides being a
railway terminus at present, to which trains may possibly
attain in the future. Also it is a steamer port, being the
highest point on the river to which the boats of Messrs.
Lynch, which connect this place with Bassora and the open
sea, are permitted to ascend.
We may see trains at Baghdad in a few years, but
the engineers who are constructing the railway keep it